
WHERE DO BALLOONS GO? 
An Uplifting Mystery

Tr 978-0-06-027980-6 • $16.99 ($19.99)

About the Book
Accidentally letting a balloon go free sparks one child’s 
imagination. Does the balloon float into space? Another 
country? Will it ever take a rest? Does it meet friends? 
Lighthearted text and hilariously detailed illustrations 
bring to life all kinds of destinies and fates, setting young 
minds as free as escaped balloons. 

Before Reading
Bring in a helium balloon and show it to the class.  Ask if 
anyone has ever lost a balloon or let one go. What do 
they think happened to it? What do they think would 
happen to the balloon in your hand if you let it go in front 
of the school?

Classroom Activities
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1. Postcards from Where? Extend the creative fun of this book 
by passing out cardstock for children to turn into postcards.  Ask 
them to pretend they are the balloon from the story.  Where did 
they go? What did they see and do? On one side of the postcard, 
have them draw where they imagine the balloon went. They 
might base their ideas on a place they have actually been or a 
place they would like to go. On the other side of the postcard, 
children can write a note telling where they are and what they 
are doing—from the perspective of a balloon, of course!

2. Balloon Tracking. To sharpen your group’s geographical 
knowledge, use a world map and thumbtacks to guide them in 
pinpointing the locations identified in the book. Include the 
locations they chose for their postcards or ask each child to 
pin one place on the map where he or she would like to go.

3. The Life of a Balloon. Set up an experiment with your 
students to find out how long the air lasts in a balloon. You’ll 
need a balloon to blow up and also a balloon filled with helium. 
Show the balloons to the class and ask the
students to predict which balloon they
think will last the longest and why. Record
their ideas.  Also record how many days they
think each balloon will last before it runs
out of air.  Capture the changes in the
balloon each day with a digital camera
or by having children make observational
drawings. Older students could research
the difference between air and helium, as well.

4. Balloon Fancy. Some of Laura Cornell’s
illustrations feature balloons dolled up
with zany costumes. Pass out colored
construction paper for children to cut
out a balloon shape (or pass out
pre-cut balloon shapes). Let your
students’ creativity go free as they
decorate and dress up their balloons 
with costume pieces they cut out and
glue on or draw with markers. Have
students introduce their balloons to
each other. Hang all the balloons in
the room to make a bright collection
of creativity.   
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