
1. That’s My Word! Before reading the book to your class, write 
each big word from the story on a sheet of paper. Pass out the 
papers so that each child is assigned a different word. Based 
on your students’ reading levels, you may have to help some 
children sound out their words. Tell students to listen carefully 
as you read, and when they hear their word to raise their 
paper in the air so that everyone can see the word. Read the 
book a second time and ask students to pay close attention to 
both the story and the illustrations as they try to figure out the 
meanings of their words. Then have each child illustrate his or 
her word’s meaning on the same sheet of paper on which 
the word is written. Hang the words and accompanying 
illustrations around the classroom to show off your group’s 
new big words.

2. Synonyms and Antonyms. Some of the big words used in this 
book are synonyms, like stupendous and superb, while 
others are antonyms, like considerate and inconsid-
erate. Explain to your class what synonyms and antonyms are 
and help them identify examples of each in the story. Then  
select an easier word from the book, like BIG or FUN, and write 
it on the chalkboard or the overhead. Create a brainstorm 
web by having students come up with synonyms and 
antonyms for the selected word. To 
differentiate between the two, 
circle the synonyms and put 
boxes around the antonyms.

3. My Family Values. Big Words for Little People isn’t just about 
improving vocabulary; it is also about teaching family values. 
Have students draw pictures of their families and label each 
family member with something specific that they value about 
that person. Then have students list three important values 
held by their families underneath their illustrations. Place the 
completed pictures on each child’s desk for parent-teacher 
conferences as a STUPENDOUS surprise for parents.

4. Word of the Day. After reading the book with your class, 
ensure that these new big words become part of your 
students’ vocabularies by highlighting a different word each day. 
Write the Word of the Day on the chalkboard so that it can be 
seen easily throughout the day, and remind students of the 
word’s meaning by rereading the page(s) on which it appears in 
Big Words for Little People. Then invite students to try using the 
word in a sentence. After you have gone through all of the big 
words in the book, challenge your class with other big words. 
If you give a weekly 
spelling test, consider 
adding all of the 
week’s big words 
to the test as
bonus points.
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About the Book
A big sister, who’s part of a big multiethnic family,  
communicates big words and strong family values in  
this book that will help children know (UNDERSTAND) 
how to make the right (APPROPRIATE) choices as they 
grow up. And the biggest words—while shorter than 
many others—are also the most important: FAMILY,  
RESPECT, and LOVE.

Before Reading
Tell your students that you’re about to read them a book 
that will teach them lots of big words. As a group, have 
students brainstorm a list of big words that they already 
know. Count the number of letters in each word to see 
which is the biggest big word.
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