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About the Book
Looking back on her littler days, a young girl shares that 
when she was a baby, she cried, ate yucky stuff, and had 
silly hair. She is much more capable and accomplished 
now that she uses words, eats pizza and noodles, and 
wears her hair in ponytails, braids, or pigtails. This honest 
and exuberant memoirist sheds light on the changes and 
pride involved in growing up. 

Before Reading
Guide the class in brainstorming what they know about 
babies. You can refer back to this list for some of the 
following activities.

Personal Identity

Classroom Activities

1. My Memoir. Using When I Was Little as a model, invite your 
students to write their own memoirs.  Ask them to name things 
that might be in a book about when they were little.  After a few 
suggestions, send students off with a piece of paper to draw a 
picture of their idea.  Ask older students to write words to go 
with their idea; younger students may need to dictate their 
words. Support older students in developing at least four pages 
for their memoirs. Guide students in thinking of engaging titles 
and creating covers. Celebrate all of the memoirs by sharing 
them with partners or as a class.

2. Now I Can! Set aside some time over a few days for children 
to recognize their own accomplishments. Have students share 
something they are proud of that they can do now that they 
couldn’t do when they were babies. They may need to get 
creative to show or demonstrate something that
they do outside, such as crossing the monkey
bars. Establish a routine for the shares.
For example, the child sharing gives
his or her short presentation
first, then asks if there are any
questions or comments. Keep
each sharing session to two or
three shares at a time to help
maintain interest.

3. Study a Baby. Invite a new parent to bring in a baby for the 
group to observe. What does the baby do? Ask the visitor to be 
prepared to show one or two ways he or she takes care of the 
baby. If the baby is still young enough, perhaps the visitor can bring 
in a blanket to demonstrate how to swaddle a baby. Other 
possibilities for demonstration include how to feed, dress, bathe, 
or play with a baby. Have your class prepare questions for the 
caregiver to make the most out of the visit. During the visit, take 
photographs that can later be used to make a class book or 
poster with students’ words about the visit. Send some copies of 
the pictures along with a thank-you letter to the visitor.

4. When I Am Grown Up. The young narrator in When I Was 
Little compares herself as a baby to herself at her current age. 
Ask your students to imagine themselves as grown-ups. What 

will they be like? What will they look like? Give
them paper and drawing materials to create a

picture of themselves as grown-ups
doing something they think they will

like to do, whether a job or a
hobby. Display the pictures

for everyone to see.
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